FP2 plasmid curing in Pseudomonas aeruginosa.
A procedure for the elimination of the IncP-8 plasmid FP2 from Pseudomonas aeruginosa strain 1 was developed. The procedure consists of freezing cells, competent for transformation, in 15% glycerol at -70 degrees C for at least 48 h and screening survivors for loss of mercuric chloride resistance. Curing frequencies of 0.5% were achieved only in host cells carrying a dht mutation (unable to convert thymine to dihydrothymine).